Session proposal

Golden Glittering Garments

Investigation – Systematic Study – Experimental Reconstruction – Handling

In particular in Roman and Early medieval times, but also in older periods, precious textiles decorated with gold threads were luxury goods for higher ranking persons. This fashion seems to originate from the Mediterranean area and Near East, but was also adopted in nearly all parts of Europe. In our days usually the organic components of the garments like dress, cloak, shoe ribbons or frontlets known as vitta, are completely decomposed and only the metal threads are left. Even so specific investigation in the threads which are mostly made of thin gold strips spun around some organic core and in their position in the grave context delivers a lot of important information about the fabrication and ornamentation.
Though the number of known objects has increased considerable during recent years, very little systematic research has been done yet. In this session various aspects of this kind of decorated clothes shall be discussed by different specialists: archaeologists, restorers, experimental archaeologists, natural scientists etc. Are there new methods to analyse gold threads? How were the gold threads produced and applied to the cloth? Which parts of the garments were decorated? Are there chronological or spatial differences? Were textiles with gold threads always gifts or imports from the Mediterranean area or were some produced locally? Were gold decorated textiles just fashionable clothes or signs for a certain social position? Are there uniform rules how to document and catalogue gold threads? How can the gold decoration be reconstructed experimentally? How to handle textiles with gold threads from the excavation to their display or long-term storage?
